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Inspire 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

by 

Peggy Sullivan, PP, PLS 

Enhance 

 
Promote 

 

Can you believe that we are almost to the end of another fiscal year?  In a little over a month, we 

will install next yearôs officers and directors and ill begin another exciting year in our chapterôs 

history, full of opportunities and adventure.  The below is from a recent newsletter from my new 

favorite motivational speaker, Deb Sofield: 

 

Opportunity to do all the things you dream of, opportunity to be the person you 

desire to become, opportunity to excel in your field of work or study... Believe it 

or not it has little to do with your good looks, smarts or lineage. It has everything 

to do with the skills you have, the disciplines you have, the personality you've 

acquired, the character and reputation you have established, and the language 

and speech that you use. All of that refinement makes you more attractive to your 

family and friends and the marketplace. 

 

Did you know by becoming an attractive (and weôre not talking physical 

attraction) person you'll attract opportunity? I believe that a lot of us are looking 

for opportunity. Webster's defines Opportunity as a favorable juncture of 

circumstances / a good chance for advancement or progress.  Rita Coolidge says, 

ñToo often, the opportunity knocks, but by the time you push back the chain, pull 

back the bolt, unhook the two locks and shut off the burglar alarm, it's too late.ò 

  

Letôs look for ways in which we can take advantage of the great opportunities that a new year 

brings to us ï ways we can repeat successes and to try new ventures.   

 

Also in this issue is a notice on a new opportunity to participate as a juror in UMKC School of 

Lawôs national mock trial competition on April 4, 2014. 

 

See you at the March meeting! 

Peggy 
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PUBLICATION INFORMATION  

 

The Brief on Appeal is published by KCLSA.  The materials in The Brief on Appeal are provided 

for general information purposes only; they are not intended to, and do not constitute, legal 

advice.  For specific legal advice, readers are encouraged to consult with counsel of choice. 

 

Permission to reproduce material appearing in The Brief on Appeal must be obtained from the 

Editor.  KCLSA assumes no responsibility for the opinions on points of view expressed by 

contributors.  KCLSA endorses no item or service other than those under the auspices of the 

Association.  Subscription rate for non-members is $10 per year.  Annual dues for members 

include a subscription to The Brief on Appeal. 

 

Visit us on the web at www.kclsa.net 
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Elected Officers 

2013 ï 2014 

 
President  ................................. Peggy Sullivan, PP, PLS 
psullivan@shb.com                              (816) 559-2157 

 
President Elect ................................... Robin Bish, PP, PLS 
rbish@sls-law.com                               (816) 931-0500 

 
Vice President ................................. Laura Stevenson, PLS 
lstevenson@vomer.com                      (816) 421-0644 

 
Secretary ...................................................... Cheryl Naylor 
cnaylor@shb.com                            (816) 474-6550 

 
Treasurer..................................................... Linda Caldwell 
lcaldwell@shb.com                              (816) 474-6550 

 
NALS Liaison  ................................... Dee Champ, PP, PLS 
deloreschampcla@hotmail.com      (816) 833-1800 

 
Finance Director ééééééé...Sandy Sutton, PLS 
ssutton@shb.com                            (816) 474-6550 

 
Education Director ééé.Micki Warnecker, PP, PLS 
mwarnecker@shb.com                    (816) 474-6550 

 
Service Director ................................... Megan Klosterman 
mklosterman@gh-ks.com                (913) 317-5100 

 

 

 

 

Marcia L. Gathright, Editor 

c/o McDowell Rice Smith & Buchanan 

605 West 47
th

 Street, Suite 350 

Kansas City, MO 64112 

 

marciag@mcdowellrice.com 

816.753.5400 

 

Code of Ethics 

Members of NALS are bound by the objectives 

of this association and the standards of conduct 

required of the legal profession.  Every member 

shall: 

 Encourage respect for the law and the 

administration of justice; 

 Observe rules governing privileged 

communications and confidential 

information; 

 Promote and exemplify high standards of 

loyalty, cooperation an courtesy; 

 Perform all duties of the profession with 

integrity and competence; and 

 Pursue a high order of professional 

attainment. 

 

Mission Statement 
NALS is dedicated to enhancing the 

competencies and contributions of members in 

the legal service profession.  It accomplishes 

its mission and supports the public interest 

through: 

 Continuing legal education and resource 

materials; 

 Networking opportunities at the local, 

state, regional and national levels; 

 Commitment to a Code of Ethics & 

Professional Responsibility; and 

 Professional certification programs and 

designations. 
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Please Join  

KCLSA  

For our March Membership 

Meeting 

 

DATE:  Wednesday, March 12, 2014   Cost:  $23 

TIME:  Social 5:30 p.m.; Dinner 6:00 p.m. 

         RSVP: Linda Caldwell 

 

PLACE:  Hampton Inn & Suites    lcaldwell@shb.com 

  4600 Summit     by Friday, March 7 

  Kansas City, MO 64112 

 

 

MENU 
 

Brisket and Ham BBQ Dinner Buffet 

Coleslaw and Cheese Corn 

Chocolate Cake  

Iced Tea and Coffee Service 

 

Includes: BBQ Sauce; Buns; Bread; Sliced Pickles 

 

Cash Bar Available 

 
 

 

Event Speaker 
 

Mark Moedritzer, Esq. Shook, Hardy & Bacon 

 

ñClaims Purchasing in Bankruptcyò 

 

 

Come and Enjoy! 
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NALS LIAISON REPORT  

by 

Dee Champ, PP, PLS 
 

Reminder:  If you earned your PP certification by taking the inaugural PP exam in Tulsa in 

March 2004, the time to recertify is NOW.  You have until the end of March to turn in your 

documentation to Diana Price at NALS headquarters. 

 

Some of you have alerted me to your re-certifications so that I may make note of that for 

KCLSAôs Chapter Achievement this year.  WelléKCLSA cannot compete in the NALS of 

Missouri Chapter Achievement competition this year because we won it the last two years in a 

row.  (A good reason to not compete this year.)  So, while I certainly encourage you to continue 

with your ongoing education efforts and other activities that are included in Chapter 

Achievement, you do not need to send me that information.  You will, however, need to send it 

to whomever the next NALS Liaison Chair is, so keep on keeping track of that information in 

F.Y. 2014-15; you certainly donôt want to get out of practice. 

 

I expect to see you at the NALS of Missouri Annual Membership Meeting in Springfield, April 

25-27, at which time will be unveiled the winners of the Chapter Achievement, Outstanding New 

Member, Award of Excellence, etc. competitions.  Find full details in your Spring 2014 issue of 

The Briefcase. 

 

Start saving your órainy dayô or ógirls night outô funds to attend the NALS Annual Conference in 

Houston in October 2014 and/or in Las Vegas in October 2015. 
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Upcoming NALS Webinars 

 

03/13/14  

1 CLE 

Time 

TBD 
Electronic Data Forensics & Black 

Boxes 

This NALS webinar will cover some 

general data forensics and will even 

touch on what is available in Black 

Boxes. 

Scott Greene of 

Evidence 

Solutions, Inc. 

 

03/20/14  

1 CLE 

Time 

TBD 
Immigration  Verna Seal General 

Law 

03/27/14  

1 CLE 

8:00 p.m. 

CDT 
Ethics Tips:  The Ethical Handling of 

Client Property by Attorneys and 

Paralegals  
The receipt and handling of client 

property presents numerous ethical and 

legal dilemmas for attorneys and 

paralegals.  Ms. Voisin will present a 

comprehensive study of these 

dilemmas, including the proper course 

of action when client property is 

received, the implementation and use of 

the lawyerôs trust account, and the 

required supervision of non-lawyer 

employees by the lawyer.  Codes of 

Ethics and Professional Responsibility 

and Rules of Professional Conduct, as 

well as recent case law and ethics 

opinions, will be referenced. 

Vicki Voisin, 

ACP, The 

Paralegal 

Mentor 

General 

Law 

04/17/14  

1 CLE 

Time 

TBD 
Two Peas in a Pod-How Client Intake 

and Witness Preparation Go Hand in 

Hand 
Learn how the information you take in 

during the client interview can be useful 

in preparing the clientôs case in personal 

injury actions. 

Antoinette B. 

VanSchaick, 

PP, PLS, SC-

Estate 

Planning/Family 

Law 

Litigation/ 

Civil  
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February 27-March 1 ..................... NALS Professional Development and Education Conference 

March 1 .................................................................................... NALS Foundation Grant Deadline 

March 17 .............................................................................................................. St. Patrickôs Day 

March 29 .................................................................................. NALS Spring Certification Exams  

April 25-27 ...................................................... NALS of Missouri Annual Meeting in Springfield 

May 1 ............................................................. NALS Award of Excellence Nomination Deadline 

October 2-4 ............................. NALS Education Conference & National Forum in Houston, TX 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Want to spruce up your home or yourself a little? Then check out the 

Scentsy Family & Mary Kay products offered by Cheryl Naylor. Cheryl 

donates 15% of all sales proceeds to KCLSA ï Please feel free to contact 

Cheryl at: 

816.898.8058 or sjcaenterprises@yahoo.com 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 

 

 

BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARIES  
Laura J. Stevenson, PLS ï Vice President 

 

 Below are birthdays and anniversaries for March.  If you have a birthday during this 

month and you donôt see your name listed, itôs because I do not have your information.  If you 

will email it to me, Iôll be sure and correct my list.  Thanks!   

 

  

March Birthdays!  

 

Laura Stevenson ï 3
rd

 

Mary Reder ï 16
th
 

Vicky Helmig ï 21
st
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robyn Errington 

Linda Kirby 

Carol Morin 
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KCLSA Spices 

Linda Hoffman, PLS   Peggy Sullivan, PP, PLS 

Sandy Sutton, PLS  Cheryl Naylor, PLS  Micki Warnecker, PP, PLS 

 

    Delores Champ, PP, PLS           Marcia L. Gathright    Linda Caldwell 

            Janice Rider     Diane Kennedy    Joyce Bassett 

     Tara Zimmerman 

 

To See Your Name Here, Donate $5 For Support of The Brief: 

The members above have pledged their support to KCLSA by donating $5 to our treasury.  

If you would like to show your support and have your name listed each month in the Brief 

on Appeal, please contact the Editor, Marcia L. Gathright (marciag@mcdowellrice.com). 
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JCCC Will Host Naturalization Ceremony March 28 
 
For the second year in a row, Johnson County Community College has been chosen to host a 

naturalization ceremony. 

 

The ceremony, in which over 200 people from dozens of countries and cultures become U.S. citizens, 

will be at 10:30am to noon, on Friday, March 28, in Yardley Hall, first floor of the Carlsen Center.  

The public is invited to attend. 

 

About 90 percent of the time, naturalization ceremonies are held in a federal courthouse. But 

sometimes the court takes the ceremony ñon the road,ò said Anita Tebbe, professor/chair of legal 

studies at JCCC. 

 

Tebbe is also chair of the committee that coordinates naturalization ceremonies for the Johnson 

County Bar Association. She helped bring a naturalization ceremony to JCCC for the first time in 

February 2013. Winter weather closed down the college, but the naturalization ceremony went ahead 

as planned. 

 

This year, the 90-minute ceremony will include a keynote address from Dr. Jerry Cook, chair of the 

JCCC board of trustees. Cook, currently president of the Overland Park Convention and Visitorôs 

Bureau, is past superintendent for the Harrisonville, Mo., school district. 

 

Judge James P. O'Hara, a U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge in Kansas, will preside over the court 

proceeding. The event will also be streamed lived at http://video.jccc.edu/stream/stream2.html.  

 

What does it take to receive U.S. citizenship? A petitioner must: 

 

¶ Be a lawful permanent resident for at least five years (though some exceptions are allowed) 

¶ Possess a good moral character 

¶ Master a basic knowledge of U.S. government and history (determined by passing a civics 

test) 

¶ Be able to read, write and speak simple English 

¶ Be at least 18 years old 

¶ Have legal competence to take the citizenship oath 

¶ Express allegiance to the U.S. government. 

 

In Kansas, roughly 2,500 petitioners take the Oath of Citizens annually in a federal courtroom. When 

a ceremony takes place at a school or any other public venue, the setting is still considered a federal 

courtroom.  

Story by Anne Christiansen-Bullers, 913-469-8500 ext. 4184, abullers@jccc.edu 
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JOIN US 

KCLSA is a multi-level association, affiliated with NALS, Region 6 

and NALS of Missouri. 

Our organization is open to anyone who is employed in work of  a 

legal nature. Dues are $153 (plus a $10 one time processing fee when 

you initially join). 

Benefits include monthly issues of The Brief on Appeal newsletter 

from KCLSA, issues of The Briefcase from NALS of Missouri, and 

@Law from NALS. 

NALS members are eligible for discounts on a variety of goods and 

services such as insurance, travel services and rental cars. 

To receive membership information, contact KCLSAôs Vice President, 

Laura J. Stevenson, PLS, lstevenson@vomer.com, 816-421-0644. 

Learn more about our multi-level association by visiting us at 

www.kclsa.net. 
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Defendant's Sixth Amendment Right to Cross-Examination 

Not Violated When Confidential Informant Testifies 

Wearing a Wig and Sunglasses 
By Greg Hill  

 

The Sixth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution grants a criminal defendant the right ñto be 

confronted with the witnesses against him.ò This right includes the right to physically face those 

who testify against him or her to ensure the witness gives his statement in front of a jury. The 

jury may then evaluate the witness' demeanor, the tone of his voice, the pauses in his testimony, 

etc., to determine that witnessô credibility.  

 

The demeanor includes the witnessô emotions and facial expressions, such as smiling or crying. 

This can help the jury determine if the testimony is trustworthy.  

 

Jorge de Jesus-Casteneda was convicted of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine 

(21 U.S.C.  841(a)(1) and (b)(1)(B)(viii)). Evidence at trial included that Casteneda drove a car 

for a fee to an undercover warehouse and delivered ten pounds of meth to undercover cops at the 

warehouse.  

 

The governmentôs most important witness at trial was a confidential informant. Because of the 

danger he faced for testifying against Casteneda, the government requested that the judge allow 

the informant to wear a fake mustache, sunglasses and a wig when testifying at trial. The judge 

permitted this disguise, but without sunglasses, relying on the governments representation that 

the informant was involved with ongoing investigations of the ñdangerousò Sinaloa Cartel.  

 

After Casteneda was convicted, he appealed his conviction, alleging that his Sixth Amendment 

right to confront the informant was violated when the informant was disguised as allowed by the 

judge.  

 

The United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit began its analysis (2013 DJDAR 1309) 

by nothing that the standard it needed to apply in evaluating the trial judgeôs ruling was whether 

the judge abused his discretion in so ruling. United States v. Shyrock (9th Cir. 2003) 342 F. 3d 

948, 974 (a court's decision to impose security Measures is reviewed for an abuse of discretion).  

 

The Court of Appeals then noted that no Ninth Circuit or U.S. Supreme Court case has addressed 

if a defendant's Sixth Amendment rights are violated if a witness is allowed to testify in disguise.  

 

Thus, the court of Appeal looked to other states for rulings on disguising a witness and the Sixth 

Amendment. In Romero v. State, a 2005 case in Texas, a witness way allowed to testify wearing 

dark sunglasses, a baseball cap pulled down over his forehead and a jacket with an upturned 

collar. The witness allegedly was fearful of retaliation from the defendant. The Texas judge 

allowed this to further an important state interest, namely, witness safety.  

 

In the Casteneda case, the Appeals Court found that the trial judge's order at issue similarly 

furthered an important state interest; also, witness safety. Moreover, Castenedaôs ability to cross 

examine the informant was better than in the Romero case because Castenedaôs counsel could 

see the witness eyes. The jury also could see if the informant made eye contact as he testified.  
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Therefore, even if there was error in allowing such a disguise, the Appeals Court found it 

harmless.  

 

On this basis, the Court of Appeals affirmed the trial court's ruling. Castenedaôs appeal was 

denied.  

 

It will be interesting to see if Casteneda appeals this decision further, up to the U.S. Supreme 

court, as the Ninth Circuit suggested maybe viable because the highest court in our county has 

not ruled yet on any case addressing this issue. 

 

Greg Hill is a criminal defense attorney in Torrance, California. He graduated from the U.S. 

Naval Academy (Bachelor of Science, 1987), Boston University (M.B.A. 1994) and Loyola Law 

School (J.D. 1998). Visit his firm's website at <a href=ñhttp://www.greghillassociates.comò> 

http://www.greghillassociates.com</a> or call him at (310) 782-2500. 

 

Author Source: [http://www.lawyerment.com/library/articles/Authors/1216/] 

Article Source:  [http://www.lawyerment.com/library/articles/rd/?id=6048] 
 

 

     
 

NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
Michelle Haughey, PP, PLS 

 

At our February Membership Meeting, we held our Annual Election for Officers and Directors 

for the upcoming 2014-2015 year. Your elected Officers and Directors to be inducted at our May 

meeting are as follow. Letôs give them our best support and input in the coming year to keep 

KCLSA going strong! 

 

President     Robin Bish, PP, PLS 

President-Elect    Laura Stevenson, PLS 

Vice President    Cheryl Naylor, PLS 

Secretary     Linda Caldwell 

Treasurer     Peggy Sullivan, PP, PLS 

Director of Legal Education:  Nicci Engle, PP, PLS 

Director of Finance:    Sandy Sutton 

Director of Service:    Megan Klosterman 

 
Thank you all for your votes! 
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CELEBRATING OUR SPECIAL MEMBERS  

KCLSA HONORARY 

MEMBERS 

 

NALS LIFE MEMBERS  KCLSA LIFE MEMBERS  

John M. Bowen Delores Champ, PP, PLS Ruth French 

The Honorable Thomas C. Clark Linda Hoffman, PLS Miriam Gemperle 

Dwight Elliott  Martha Miller, PLS  Rita Hollowell 

Brianne Hampton  Michelle Haughey, PP, PLS 

Cherie Leiker  Linda Hoffman, PLS 

Mary Ann McClure   Diane Kennedy, PP, PLS 

Mike Murphy   Marian Neal 

The Honorable Thomas Sims  Barbara Nelson 

Patrick Young  Judy OôHara 

  Janice Rider 

  Carrie Tyner, PLS 

  Peggy Sullivan, PP, PLS 
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